Chapter 11
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Why can’t , be happy? What have I ever done to deserve the misery I
live with on a daily basis?
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JRVVLSWQW RWHU RWRGDO R D U WRIZF R X\WO KBHD V /R
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KR OWHKID Q LWKKIRQ HKZHZ D K HODWIAR L BN W K H UB IS
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GRWP HDWR R X QGV X OEXIMDKIDWKWM U X VKKV K R XWX
DSRORJL]H IRU LW HVSHFLDOO\ DIWHU KH
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ORYKQYEDQUI6® K ) WK IBSD VW RADW BQ Q NQ/D C
P D NKHHFJR PKIR PBIQEH K DOLHRE R Y DQG& X W G IDOQ) KO
Z K HVOKGIR R N @ BRV %6 R U QH\HH W KR X QWEIR QVOKEDHNF T
VKH KDG WKH IHHO HYHRH RRX0OGBU GRLQ.
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X Q G H UK MDIOWESV ZQ @KW D L@ K ROKH VK IHGIO H DY
/JHHGV DJUHHG LW KDG DOO VWDUWHG ZLW

6KHXHEBWHWHP S ®H® DIGHQLIR WWHR XRMFR Q V
K\ G LKBY H U \WRCBHR YWUED Z DIU RIPH W X VE D EXG O G U
KHU RZQ PRWKHU KDG EHHQ WKH ILUVW R
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7KDMMD EHIJLQQLQJ

6KH WXUQHG DQG ORRNHG DW KLP :KD'

6RPHWLPHY ZH KDYH WR EH NQRFNHG G

6KH IURZQHG :KDW ZDV KH VD\LQJ WR K

,FDILYRROQFHUWDRQMR® RYXR X FDDV VX |
DQVZWMEORX S URE OMIRK Q@S HUVRQODWZ RGH\K
& K U LS\DWIWL IFHH Q RVIHRUX @ L IFH D Q IUHRARR YW R/ K R U-GH V
\RX BHO\RIQ/BH SW BMD FPH. V W D QKSDYYAHR/HD AHH D U
RY BDQRSY DU D L\WWW KEHR Q G IRUDLARTH %RHR GOYRHWR X+ F
ZDOBDAHUVEBODOWEZRWR KLIS/P D GMKOREDIMK U |
“HVE N LWGB VWKV KR RYQYE \+ L W H V X U UHHY WKLARREYOX
\RXKDHYQ RW KARHIDIU RPLPZKH@®R X RPHR U L \D R DI
JXLGDQFH

7KHUWD D JD MQLKD V LLQRADKERVZ DV H O 14 @ & K DAN
3DV WoRKW @ HDDE R M MD WWEND PRIL V W D:KIBD\WE'D K |
W D O FELRXXBK K D GNOR PWRH DEX Q G K PRIV BRB L G



QHKGB U HIDPXWH:UD X IV ’/ W XKSHE G GXDQ RZKZHD B O U
D&K U LV WK R REH Q W M@V ESHH ZR/W KALK/X UR KL \H D
+DCGW) 3DVWRU %XUQLH KHD DGW KBIWO VKW HA
*RE&GRHNZOQ GWR MR XQ R P QWK # R UHHZ D QDVRAR |
DOO WKH WIZKIDW KBMPHDQV WR DVN -HVX\
OHDQEZ®&DWPV XS S RWRISH D GHEDD WZ R P W@ L
VWXG\ RU LQYROYHG LQ VRPH NLQG RI PL)\
+ HID YKHHdt RRDIJDBEDQ GQ O L J K \WE DB K R K BIKD
VR P HWKK BRIIZ K L KK HD 9 RMWKIHH DZ W U, HG LQBW DW K
1RUD , P QRW VSHDNLQJ DERXW ZRUNV E)
$ UHODWLRGRWNE L BB Y,V QW KDMW KEKB® O O |
KHDQJWRXL 6IGHE DV D HQGW URMVKEHQ JAKHH Q'
FR QW RR®D WHSHD V WERIIN R HOJL WH I6X'M/ K R YDIEKREX
W KAHLVPRIW KSHHIR SO KD KX U WVIKK IO RV D QWS KDHD J HUWH
HYHQ PRUH EXUQLQJ FRDOV WKDW VKH ID«
3HR K®HB O Z (3\WU V HK K WHHESZ (S D V & R®ID YGV LN
X Q G H UK WEIDQIED R U U:R B UAHD K LGhristian FRP SDV
K HUZD W KX S S B K RVX DKGH! V@ PUHL J K WLIDRSX.\ QRDN
KR2 HD Q UKHD E H LW MHEGK HEID X J D\GIBXV BD QG QL
VD\ LQ WKH %LEOH WR KRQRU WK\ PRWKH L
+HBRWWUHPEGRBGR\RX. G HV S HUHDREHH O I
\R ¥ DQDLYQ H DG H O K BR\GWV X\R'dare \ R X X\HW PR
IDLWHI'Y RLERYV B L J KSWWOB Q O 8 R QRIW KALK/X URFYKWW
\H D WK\R ZG D URIXT X HV \WHR BRa{king W RZ LWJKH O L J
&OHQFKLQJ KHU KDQGV VKHWRIAXVYIG IGRP
, PDS DV WRWIWP\ FD O @/WUAR U D RY AVED HN)
WKH IORFN
'm Q RMWKRHDZAHK /O R ¥R K R EGVED O WIRQ O MQ/Pb >
WKHQ \RW KOLWM@MHQHG WR D ZRUG , YH VD
2Q WKH FRQWUDU\
7UH P E Y LE&MHDR U\DQ D WX 8KHH®IX UNUHR R/ KFHR F K |
V K R X ONGQ REEQ! WWW/HIBVGR R P KIH U:I{ D V8 R R XN Q RIZE F
FRXQVHOLQJ"
3DV W RUQULHIF U H /DQEE ER UD Q N\WIGHR RB @ K
Z R P D/& D QI&R R MWEHR P S XN EJRIDWURSUAD PRIXRAW |
RIL FH Q R UWLHLIR UNDH S /O N £ RLIRIXWVIGHR RRUW KEHK X L
V KPD UF R A G R\SHD U NLRMRH/W [ X GO LSS DWWIREHJ LY



VHIMVKWODP WHGR BRQGD P PWIBHHL QWRH QL WK RC
URDWRG KK MV L M HV HEDRK KIS X O B KRW KSHD U ARW)
W KD LW UgdRPM BB RIHDG L & W W IKDH R IMVHURY K\DR
KD® RO IRRK HBEJU D NAHO/D VRAHIKR JUIAR UFDX U \DRXCK 81 X O
DURXMKEOBUGWXRBRO®RTKHYKR ¥ BW/K IKBWHHR & DM |
URDG

6KIE WYRDURXREBY HDUK R >XEUH | RGJHHF L ®&VLIRRW R/ KPHD (
6KHAR®ED @MNILA YKH OWH. WHR K LGN EWYK HI KBHEG! WL
VKHR X JKXOH L U H/R/P HW KW B QHGL NJHUGH %6 WAW'
VRPHWKLIe] EIONHG EO XH

6 KHAD QG  MUKHIRWKWINV RORKR NDLWPKPHH U F K D QIS\W ¥
DSSHWE®HA Q DDHOD D Q&H S U HWKHWER DIWHHR RER D
D QER X IR/\E HVRMD@HF- X BIFRH B L W W\KMU WK D W F
WHKHHKDY¥FM IRYRRW KHWMKAKUO GQURBRIWHH QDL
JLJJODQBDWF RLKBRR\ER\Y¥YDW F RALKQHL U R @ GZHRUP |
VLWWRQ B WX® D O NDIQHP R W KW VHLKEID ELND T X L
FRUQHU

+DQWV HP B/XBQ IWHE®BY \ U R FRKBBARHWL B Y\GL S $\H
KRW IOXLG BBXWRXWV)AHNYHU IHOW VR DORC

You can tell a tree by its fruit.

' KHWDGKKH D WE&E DW/R X QG IHMR P H WKKHRBR WK R X
KD WD LXK KDBO ZDN®MVR XM R OQ VW W PMH QY WEWGE
VHHP WR JR ZLWK WKH FRQYHUVDWLRQ

“Good soil helps develop strong roots. . . .”

“Without proper pruning, these bushes wont bear healthy
blossoms. . ..”

“Things grow stronger with some manure.”

1RUD KDG QHYHU FDUHG DERXW JDUGHQ

“Come out in the garden with me, Eleanor. I want to teach you . . .”

/HD KKHAKDWR 2V E& LUQV KGH. B\R 2W W IXEY L QOIS O |
YHJHWWDERRRXVOMEQ WR ZW RU D WR'ZW R/ U D QAN SO [(
| U RW KOHS U IRARROVWPU HHHRZ D Q W B B ROKWWQ K HR XA
VPDOO WUHH IURP D QXUVHU\ IRU D FRXSC

+HBRWKBQH YEHRUW KW B.HEXAK DLV W HVUKHKADME YR
RQ KHWDGKW D NRQWBFR Q FRHDREND O Q RMLIGHRJIR W KM |
FRQVLGHU WKH IDFW WKDW 1RUD ORQJHG



 QWHUHVWLQJ WKDW WKH JDUGHQ IORXI
PRQHRDQ\W KR QZID QG/$ NV R PW KZHD R OHI RKXLIR UKD
JR QMRR UNDI D E WMFR QWS HHOWHEJN HDDNW F KMLKZHE P [
ZKREHPRQVW KB HRIIF K L QUHD/Q GRHRL. Q KIDIEBMU |
W D XU R WD KUHK G L PRIIG WV V P DK R®HF R Q RPQ B\
K L J\KF K RIFRQKOD G H D PRNFRAZ K DWK & H H GHR® NKHHRJZ
F O R WKRU@DIJ JHHGEIIHRW H &K HL Q L \HKYHHEH D®L XHES0 D
D Q&L F NWHKEH D WIBR \DIG D S \8 D BVOVRHK D@\ |\X KOKID\G D
H Q R YAJ Bl GNHKYWIFHR X PIENGHU H WWKODRR B MK R YIKK D
EHMQUF KRIWHED INWD FVR 8D S ZW @ OV KAHL B KZD B
M X QILE U JNKF K RVRKKI D B F K L HHYGHROVINKIWWDKID RRVQ RI K F
IULHQGYV VXVSHFWHG WKDW WKH VW\OLVK

1 R UDHHPP E H B BIEL JKR P HIQMH@LZ K HEL V:VH Q W Z
KHKRR HF R Q RPHIFAR BAURIOHEN K\DKNK D & KWDH Y R/H
GHV L IQHKD 5D U P B X FKU D MWWKR X KKK® GR. 0 O X
DERXW JRLQJ WR RBKRRIOHYHOQHEZR D ORFD

6 KKHDBGZRWERH U WKWWEDR\P H B RHR X U GRB K H U
D QIGHIK L O 6 WHBH VW R B R X ® G N\HX QHR Q HX F
| D P LKDX D Q WRIEG\OWHK L\DKIKID BL V VGG KGAK L O G
7KHZRXOGY®QLKHRRL @QLBH LJK E RKII YR &V |
E R X FR WWGE Bl @ FQ I\ WRHDMR.G NWIRR/ @ F Bl QEED\O OVHJ
WRX V HX$PR/R OVD G W DR/ X QAVOUNEQIE D F K R DR W &
DS U HNVRMWEWR O OIHRFHK LRIGH B R X ORZ L W Kiiytkidg P R Q
FRXOG EX\

W BF R WW®&H D B RWKHKD Gl H BMPDWR P I ¥ HL UKW E
K DGXIQ RW KJHH V S R Q KIHEHG BA®\GH E H % RWKEID G H )
ZDYHUR®Y KIDMEKLO RDB@ X QR K U D W LRUX@® K D
VD F U LIR B/HKGHK M D SXWK HDAK HRIE Y H U \TR@IGY H U \
HON® HOL KD GNQK H 'D/ @Y U HIEQ JE/M F DXXK/KHID & X0 C
EHIRUMS KBEDVR W UHRWHHIID X J KRXMQUDKKD G
W K R XQIKREMRI Z @G X WW RWKIX V E BQGS LEQ QFD ZK I
DQJXLKAMD WD XV UILARF R X QR QG GVD DR XD \ F
E X MVH U VA-KOM X ¥ VO W BIGX L W K\RFPWF R \D 7 KD QR
ORW K HRID OMKHD BYG UL YKLHDM R\P Q D VIVQG D Q FI.
P X VE B D VG/AHMKGILQWDK V WR\GNRXDINE S O L F D QIERAC
U H F RUFEBWGIHRUN RH Q WA RIR Q HAK R X V R G@R\D @ D WY



1RUBKR OKGDHYI R QIHU R AN XA R UR Z KDWK KD & S HROW
XQJUDWHIXO GDXJKWHU
You can tell a tree by its fruit.
K\ GLG WKRVH ZRUGV KXUW VR PXFK"
$QG ZK\ FRXOKGHJIJHW WKHP RXW RI KHU

6 XV U ORMWKHR XFK\L @D R® B YWHUR X COGHM\BI Q DLE
P\ FDUH , WKIRQQ XWR GLH -XVW ORRN DV

$ Q QWHR VR/HISEX UR/QV KERIlH W D B QBH QUWR KEHL U &H O
% D U @ HI®QRH H \WLDH)\QBLESWR KK LX/V X®DQEMHNDI®R U
+HG L GWQDD Q \W RIXQWU D 3 HE X®PR Y BI\W O« VH HM |
FOHQBKIRG\IGHURKNHDWEXHMERUWHK DQQKBBY
V H MK H W /YW U XHG L G@R R NP VH Q@R Q ZH DA KHD W
ZLWK KLP"

, N Q RZK DAW KP-D W IMHKK P, PV X AKQ G L RWK R X
VKRW

$QQLH JODQFHG DW KHU

6XVEQHZHQR\DHQGR R NDAK® Q ZHWIKH S X1 H\H V,
ERUURVZKER/R DB RZBGKD VYR XN Q R KX \D F U RAKED (
7KH KDQG\PDQ" , ZDV VR VWHDPHG EHFDX"
Z DV DFX P LXQID OVOVHH HOEQEU L HIBK X §RN U XOLQWGH J H W
DQG ELUGHGBOQWRKH SKRQH UDQJ

$QG™"

CEHRWAWBQVZMIDGDM Q& DGLVWURBWHG
- X \DWH F RRAL® 8 X% X\WWD @ R @ @ R X XKH DW KRNI slurp
6 D A H DLUNMBRRE H F DKKWDN HZGK DL\B/D V O R R B B% D U QDX
gone +HP XV WJ ROHWV K U RAKKKHR \KHH D G | I6 W ¥\@ HIG QB0
KHU QRVH

0D\EKHE URWRIPER Q H\Q QVB IZR U UG K R K BKL |
+H GMGPRYH

, J X DQMKHE L G¥U HDQW K LQIOR RRA KD Q GK K H O
RXWV K RWK HP D F K DQRES H Q MIEIGZ D MO D S BIQEEH F N
D Q\GF U D WHFHGLLOED R RI&Z D W R Y HZLPANEK HDEQEL R/IG U |
DQGRWW MIYWGKDWHREDKBEHH@FXXPRQEDL
WK L &DWRO HOLGX S 6 K AU LKDAU G,H D YKH. PV K R 2K\
VLQNHWWKIHE WHQQ LW DV X NH ZDHEPL QL NWH
PXF K Q& HORR NHRG&D W KBIGEHRY G L G\ D QRAL PV R H



SQHXPR@KDWEYHMYHWR GULKHLE LWRXBOF
GU\HU

SRRADUQBEWQYWURNWG WKHQYW & D DG D\R X
KDG

) RIHMWA HVF R P D WHRIM W IVW K DU M VYV W N G- HK D
PDEWRXDGD LR DS HHHM M 6XVERUKHI® Ak
KHU KDQGYVY DQG VREEHG , NHHS ZDLWLQ.

&RPRQ%DUQBEUWNSYZHHWOK VID VR | W& YHE L
GLOMWQUHVSRQG® HMHELGEQOW DQ H\HODVK LI

, YOUHOLNH®P XFE@LEXVWERW D W RVEA H+H
H\HV ZHUH UHG ULPPHG 'R \RXWHRX @WKWD

7TKMWHOHSYORXMHE L WZ LWRRMB B R DLYRI
EDE\$QQLH VDLG DQG OHDQHG RYHU WR D

$QQIGDUQINRHIZI, FDOBHEHQR XXX BYHQ\
DQVZHU

+L 6DP 6KH VPLOHG DW KLV WHDVLQJ

+R2A %DUQDE\"

,Q VKRFN , WKLQN

$OGRRQGIRDJLEHLWOYF NIP@VRR U @ D@MD QIGD
IO RRQEBKHEIG U LLH)G H VAKUW O Z\KEREK LE/D ZNL WKIA |
XS \HW™"

W QRW &I\

'RON ZRKWRQHM OO OLYH 7KDW ELUG LV

<RX VKRXOG VHH KLP

$VDPDWRVIHIFW D W K L QN IQRNGAEGEXID QK H FRN
6X]LH 4

8K KXK VKH VDLG GU\O\

+H FKXFNPXHGRQQD EH DURXQG WKLV HY

, WKLQN , OO WDNH D MDXQW WR WKH E

+H VLJKHG $UH \RX DYRLGLQJ PH"

, P UXQQLQJ IRU GHDU OLIH

<RX YH JRW PH SHJJHG DOO ZURQJ $QCC

6KIDDXKHGWDWLPHDORLQMERX6DP 6 KH D Q GM
WHOHSKROPURRPPDWMFKHFNRQRX 6 KUIJJIL ®E
EDFNRI VNWHHWQVKHBIRRYV MGHR X BK W RB® U D

| URW KEHR ZFOQV KFHR X QDY G5 H Q W W [RIIAH F \WMKRKOH
DQRWKN®DUQBRPRQDUGKB L GW®H DVPRF D& K



+ HRS H QIHLEH D B XWKKIDW K H H OLLWDIBZ D U QW@ 3 DKL
DORQH UDWKHU WKDQ UHDGLQHVV WR WD

1R 6 X]IVHD W@&D P <H\0 D\ E HG RWW Q R,2/ X S S RARHX
WU$SOO ULJKW $00 ULJKW

$Q QORN HD@/X |L+HHUR R P \Z B '@ RW X D/GRAN\ BRVWY |
W H O H DKIER HVN P LDIHVD L QWP H WR R\GS IV H\M P
EHUHWX URNMPLONU®WREURDWGZQ WIG HF L GHEG
JOHDP LQ KHU H\HV

5LIKIRZ2K VKWW U\ MORY H P% VU Q DIEADKZ H G JRY
R U D QEKHB D X J K, HBOKGNR X/ D WK ®DWPL R ZVKWH UR Z C
DWH2K UHD OKO\G R HAMXK\DXW SRIL'ZNDR2ND %\ H 6 K
FOLFM K& R RIHD Q\GH\WE/D FRNW KFHR H M/ D Z O WKV K X Q
K D YWHWV WIORAW U XWVARWHLFRRO® QV KSHJ H P MVKHHW H Q LROQY
HY HOK LODANRG M/D Y 6K D JJ KHHEUR X8¥D QG R Z Q0 \
GDULQJ DQBURRNENO QDLWQIFQ &K P/RP H R &/
LV WKH PDQ RI P\ GUHDPV

7KD/WMEODFNPDLO 6X]LH

BKINVKUXJXOEHSHQWW QMO NG RBK VW6 H VIVER
NQRZ KRZ PXFK , G ORYH WRQXDDHE \RX IRU

<RX YH JRW WR EH NLGGLQJ , P HLIJKW

OD\EHW X QQNKIBPLORXWRPIER Q RR X PRI DD
PDUULHG DW VHYHQWHHOQ

$QG GLYRUFHG E\ WZHQW\

6 K BIU IDFF H 3K , | RIR WHD @/ K®R\HWP ® DLQVK O © S\HAR
'KHQ &DUWHU PHQ IDOO LQ ORYH RQFH L\

6X]LH \RXU EURWKHU LV QRW LQ ORYH

7KHANK HLV\P, Y W HHKQ PV K U RPAUIXYV E H MR UKILLY
G LM U HHGQW IGULH O H-®IW R GFHR P S O BIDVIAD® MRJX, F DICH |
WKH KHDWI FRR PLCP] RAHQ DYUHRKX ® @ \R X

$QQLH IHOW JWM KLHD WHRDKWH U XFAK HH N V

6 X VB[S UH WARLI R/ YOG ILK/D WV KO RQ I RY K\TRV
KDG D FUXVK RQ KLP

,NQRZBKNDQRDWRAR XBPKQSUR S K HIG HVER QN |
FRHH WDEOH

6R ZWDWKH SUREOHP"

'K\ GRHV WKHUH KDYH WR EH D SUREOH



,NORZRX<R X YOHH YEHHUH Q HHD R "W RQ MR XRZ QO L
7KLV LV \RXU FKDQFH

am HOQMR\LQJ OLIH

, QDU H VW UMK HEERBE® \: LWRXJUDQGP RRK
+RZ VDIH FDQ \RX JHW"

$QQDIIKHGQ GR XV K LE@NL W KK URB\ KR RXL
<H D K KIV6 K BIR XV QIGH D GRIVE KNH. W FEKHED GO D WH C
WKDW PRUQLQJ DQG VKH ZDV KXQJU\

6 X V DRI D QIR O O KHOR X Q RIQY BV B R HLOQHM +
H O E RZW KEHR X QDASHOLD WHR R XIRJ J W K H HPXHY K U RKRIPC
JUHHQ SB®%&HD VPDOO WRPDWR , OO DGP
WK DWVZEKPWKHULQJ \RX"

1R, OLKHRI XWWHWKH V OLKHY HUWHPBPXFKDOZ
KDYBKHLQWHKGEHJH WDEEXWIK IRV KX W WR DU G RY
NQRZ LI , FDQ H[SODLQ 6X]LH

7U\Z X OB OHBQK'LSURP,I2ZRGW HO @ Q \WOKR
WHOO P ZRWHKDWJ \RX

<R DWW HK®Q AR XV K LN J KW & 5 FE D FRY DO DW&K
VPLOMKHIWLHOQE VIL UMK Q F O XGHHH® R D YOHE X U C
GHVLUH WR JHW PDUULH® 6KH VKUXJJHG

%HFDXVH \RXU W RAMKIQUDKEIDVWQWR PDNH [

$QQEBXVHRELFMWXHGO SSBOHBREVDHE R X\
W K D W 62DAD Q

6RUU\

1RLVP\ | DWWV R® &V FPR FR IZ K WM RWZ K H QHHUY D
XSVHW

<RX KDG WR WDON WR VRPHRQH

% X@RWW R XV HHR X YRD R W BHWOL GRHW KVHV REK)
ZDQWHG PH WR BRQORMXQ QIKHIRDJ ZLWK W

6 Kdove \RX WR GR ZHO QR QUL YKKD W

 GRW QR BKMW DEXWHELDLIQY BHH MK L QINE RRJ.
P R W RAHUA IWMERXKW H U \ WIRLI GIDVGEBDUNEH QRZK \V KAN |
ZDWKHVZ KHVUDKLVVWRWY KHDQGJ D Q G P R WWEIDWA
FONBWZ D QWR GREAKK D S S FAGRDGFH P R W K FEWU WDVT
UHVHQWIXO

<RX PB @PDNH H[FXV$QQIRU KHU



, POQRWWU\WRD NHH[ F X'V, HAW U \ \WMRIQ G H U U RAE®IK
FDQ VHH WKLQJV IURP ERWK VLGHV |, FDQ

*RRG OXFEN

$QOQONRA HAA GV D N\vHH QVRIW K EXOWK R UZLD V N LW
K HKUH W, bV KGITHKWKUH X © HUL MKAR X 2 MmN DD QWGH O (
LIMHORRANFNKHD\ OLFKIZX-DOGRLQ@D\EH VW D \M X
SURWHFDMERDV HO I L VKIQE VR Q RIZ QIGE D WK +
ULJWWX GIJHBUU R WK WIR P H WALIPAHRW UW K\BRHD G R L
W KD PMK LEXKIN Q HKZHEJU R VK K QB5 H HDBH F W IRRIH U
GHBEK F WIIRRGpone HV S IORDRWW KHRWEK KB DSD YW (
ZDVRKLWXANYQ QGHGKHD WRH F R® IHWK BHN/D B W I
VDWW K RAQ RWD Y WXRR U D E RDXOM RFQOWIH H O R @JHH
HVSHFLDOO\WVKHU PRWKHU

"X UL QYHHURRN YAKDI\U RPHRJR W RNHKOH. WKBO®O D L+
KHU K Wdat@Gy own life! If I make mistakes, they’ll be my mistakes. It’s
my life. Let me live it my way!

%WXWBRKLEGRVDULYAUHKM/D G\ HHXE OHRL QG
S HDX® Y QHR Q W B RIWHN®& G PR MVIKWNNRS H Q WK MK L
ZHUFHKDQJILQWR/H D VW &N BWX P PHLYLY LZDIWW |
FRROD@IX K HO LW KW SHOWKDQGERARBRVGEB H D
OHDUWRRBKIRRHDE VR UHEHLIQHV@N\_HND\W KZHK L @& K
ZHUH LQ WKH JDUGHQ $QQLH IHOW *UDQG

“You need to open up the tree so that the air can circulate and the light
can reach into it.”

7KRY¥YRUKNMGW WXAEENH WEKH.EW K HRL D Q@GL J¥RR
VR LIOY L RO WHHK H IDUAWED QWGKMQ HR &E DV S H D WIR®
WKRXJK KHU JUDQGPRWKHU

1 RPD WXWKHBXN V /B R X3IKWN I HVAKZAHD @ R LKQ[IWFA K [
VKADWXSSRVNEIEGRLGEKHEZBWU L JKWODRVYV H QR
KRPHFRFRKOHRERXOWE QDD Q\W RLEHWWN KAD\RIJR L
IRUZDUG RQ WKLV SDWK

6DZDQWHRUKAHDQRVWVWBOMIR W KIONYH D QYW X ®& €
DZDNURPRG6KHM QHKHGLGW HORYWER U ®& RRKKD
OHDUMHGH G- IHW R BVE K O BlIL X B XPAW KSHKWMK D G X IJR
KLPVHOI $QG \HW

$QQVHIKGDEZD KD Q G \DR¥IK D U IDLADED W H OHHK D
DV BURL WK @ E RKXMDE RVUG H O L KDV NODOLHHA D B W W L



H Q R XWM\MKHWSUX OMH- IEQQWVK®LWVEBWIH DUKWHK R KED@R A U
WRH ZD\HBIGHN Q HKZZ D Q RSN B W KSHO BPRE D YQ IR O @&/
KHEKHFRX OB [ Ohow. @ KN Q HZ R FHAMR H U VAHHDVD RAT
6 XV BRHJ XkNeW ,| VKHAH @W D LMQKNIOWR Z O N GAIR X B G
WKH ZRQGHU WKDWD \VHAYHW HGV KA

3UXQLQJ

6 KN PQAHVGER H U DRUKISIK S D WH®&P H GBHVAL P S O L
S U X QIYdR deed to open up the tree so that the air can circulate and the
light can reach into it,” * U D Q GKIDRED DMK LOGIQZ Bl X ¢
L QVOXKWRO G S U W BRMWKIN H SWK L QW K®RN\R E @ BMKAD PAD !
*REZRKORXMWZDALVYHRSOHD G LHH® VV H BKMHOR V |
EURNSURPALYQ® Z L VOWUHHD:KY FRX O B R AHOW |
& U HODRAWRKAG L Y HURMHYHL ¥ L & OWWK Y IRV K4DHF R X &)X
DOGKBHWKHP WRSHHR S\WKHAH UPFHD @ ®H)R W K Z®& DC
KDUYHVW RI JRRG IUXLW WKHUH ZRXOG EF

Oh, God, that’s what I want. Oh, Holy Father of life, You who cause
things to grow, prune me. Cut and trim as You will. Lord, let Your Spirit
come up within me like the living sap of a tree. Let it be Your heart that
beats within my breast. Let the fruit of my life be a reflection of Your love,
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, and gentleness. Father, I
can’t do anything without You. I don’t even want to try. Be the gardener . . .

7 KIDWR RANMIRWRG XVRRYDWF RQQIRHONGRHP H Q!
WKH SDQ

SUHR X XQJ WO QY BWEH H @ IWIRO MVWQKHIH U HW
6XVDQ , FDQ PDNH DQRWKHU

6HHKDWHQ®" 6 X VWA WKH D MR/ K R X GW5H ORDHW
PDNH P\ RZQ RPHOHW

$QQOBXIJKHGED YWHKHKHROBDUWIPH®W XU @H E
, WKIQRWKHKDQ ®GMKMEBDIR UDNQFEU D F\WN ARRR UHH JMQ W
ERZORX<FDQ GR WKH GLVKHYV

6 XVDRNDELWERLD Y MAH RWDNB/Q QLER X DK QGIRDR
DQLPRMALAMWKRNQRRXPRWIKR G RW L YPHHW KIDR\RR
FDW B Q BHHFO+R X BR ORL RHW X U KXQWE H RK
PR QWXQEGEKYWKDWRILY KROARVWHSBXRYQR XRIZ(
+RZGRRXWKLARX HMHAR L QRHKHWRIL YKHHRIR W B HV
GHFDGHV RI KDWLQJ KHU IRU ZKDWHYHU L



, GRWN QR Zo XR\QW K VBG LNGQ RERWER D@ P SRIVH R
*RG) RV R PWHH D W RIQD &XIWVE HKUH DNURY W DIELCH. (Y KXW
ZLWK KHU JUDKQ\GPRANVKHWBYWH GR WKDW XQOH
SOXPHWIDOZDRUOIJIRRWBUSRYVMHOQREKRUIGZ RUNL Q.
WKLYV 6X]LH $QG , ZzZDQW WR EH WKHUH W

6 XVBRFNOHRWAHUHMRR\AD DO L ¥ R/OUA K B/K +
V DD E RXWWK R Z K RIK HWR R UL QWHENR- YMUOHAN Q RIR
6 DP+HILJXWKHGD OV QW DNKIDHL H [ W K LKN Q R K\W
WXU@QKGRLOVKEHD AFRUXZK L ORAW U D Q V 0DJQDAJEED T
V S U RKV/DAY WHD XKIKBXMD V V R IN RFOH&E HD F KIHRM®WZ H H N (
EHW *UDQGPD /HRWD ZDV UHDOO\ VRPHWK

$OQUR OWHHE L DMOWS: KPHH O VE XOWW. N ¥ M B/R W\ |
ERWWRBRXULAGRPHEGHW XUPKR S MXHWHIBHPR |
DERXW KHUVHOI 6KH FDVW 6XVDQ D UXHI
D ORW OLNH *UDQGPD /HRWD , G VXUH OL

6DR/KRZHODWLR FOREFWWSHIRP LV HIBEIEO QR W
6 XVWRP\HYL DKWK HOKHAD Y QW U R & KX HXB X MH H PW
WKIBNEZRY XGKDKRSHIDVZHOB®D W RROHR O ROV F
\R X

% HO HYHH \WROK @ D WEWD ZGVDRKK HHN\LKR Z H Y
ZLWKLQ KDOKHMQPKRRAJZDYV FOHDUO\ GDPS'tH

" KDWAHDUWWB PVKLQNAIXQMY Q X@ GKHHEJU HD W K
Q X G J3HRX RHRMW KZHD \lQ W KvHP DIXDLON ADKQAGDR RINHU R W |
IUHH]HHK D YHOE®& RP P RGVJ RBNP DV WGIHJI W BERK V L ¢
IRBU\LRAWR X+GHVEHH@UN LRV R PHHR P S XPARHP$ [L.(
6 L O LFPROQDRIW KSHD VWADHHG R HAW@R X F Bl E RZKKNDKWEG R |
EXRWSUREBBQYIDWRHLLR)2 $Q&HUMPDZD LW YH
U H DNGRAEHI Street Journal , U HBGIX Q @ D S HBIV L NVEKW KQA.L
VWHDN ZHOO GRQH +H OLNHV FODVVLFDC

<RX OLNH FODVVLFDO PXVLF $QQLH EC

<HDK ZKHQ , KDYH LQVRPQLD

$Q QEHW KHH J H VGRLEQ@W UDL\W K D F N&AQDNVV VP XKD
VXSSRVHG WR UDLVH WKH ,4

+ HG RHWee DKLJKHUD @G, PDO RMMX VAKXV D R OKO+
H\ HI/QWGK R W I HF HQ WERR Z®F R R SDKDIQ R K ® HIVQ WH
VRGIDKHOD QR HIBHUVUKR X O&GMHE@I HWR XD Q\W KLU L
&KXFN"



$QQIUH. Q Q¥ 8K L O XMVOWR UFHU D F R BNUKHU DV\K H Y\
HQRXJK VXJDU LQ \RXU YRLFH WR GUDZ E}

6KX\E 6XVUQNVERWWRRSKHL [HIE) R WRIBWK KD
EDAN)WRH YUGR B D RGD\IVURIX P EHREB W W HIQQ
WKLV

$Q QLR O R K HIBQSSXWVKNHURDQV KEHR H W/ D O I8 O D QF
KHIWRPKHKHDVWD QBHIPWH Q G RZAK\H %D U QUDHE |
VLOHQWO\ RQ KLV SHUFK 3UHWW\ PRURYV

$QQLH VKRRN KHU KHDG 1RW D SHHS

6 X VD@ R X B/X D UKSHM\ H&/D U \WOLIRIHAYHEU R W KRIT
ZRUG

$V6 D R’V O RZD X QW LBXN U Q¥ R RKG. G R\ HW DDZHD C
&KXFN R®O\ VL[ EORFNV WR WKH RFHDQ

$V VRRQ DV WKH GRRU FORVHG EHKLQG
W KEHR X RIQBU B H V \V O QWKEHD F N K IF\R X OVGIDYZHR U NRH
DQ\ EHWWHU LI , G SODQQHGWMDVLB IUDPE

$QQVHED OO RIHEHHY K R X\D®IZD OW RRK 1B LLUD L
DQG FRRO WKLV WLPH RI WKH HYHQLQJ

, O L NWL JKKNIUZHK H UWZ D U P+ HS D WWHIHR | DK\ G RY
\RX VLW E\ PH"

$QQVHWMW KR URYWW N R UD @ KB BEQER X.
|URP X S V WDHIUNKEKRKID BR Y MGZHH HENH | R&JBIR V K I
MHDQV FODG OHJV VKH UHVWHG KHU DUP

6 D M XO/RR B WBJQ\GK RIRLK/H DD X HV P QR® LID F H
GRW ELWH $QQLH

7KDWQRW ZKDW , KHDUG

+LH\WIOLFNBQRGYD]HUHYHULRMKWED PNSD G
UHJURKISH Q RRMW KPHD N$IQ Q L PQ RAVR P LRQVR W R
FDQ VRZ ZLOG RDWYV

, NQRZ WKDW

1R\RXGRW<R X YH)RPBW RRR BN IR UW X,ZRW &
EODPRXRWKLQNAMWDFRP S QHINBR Q V L GHRPRODW |
KDUHEWBKGREXVODHGEHDED FMR X H WDH R MQ® X\
KHBVW B O O RNOH D IRHEAU IGLK/D QFE0/D \CERHFGE HH @\ ZKHL
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